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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors. They evaluated the overall
effectiveness of the school, and particularly investigated:
■
■
■

the consistency of the quality of teaching and learning
the effectiveness of the leadership in raising the standards and achievement
the effectiveness of the provision for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage.

Evidence was gathered from an analysis of pupils' test results, current assessment and tracking
data, and observation of lessons. Parents' questionnaires, discussions with the headteacher,
senior staff, governors and pupils also contributed to the judgements. Other aspects of the
school's work were not investigated in detail, but the inspectors found no evidence to suggest
that the school's own assessments, as given in its self-evaluation, were not justified, and these
have been included in the report where appropriate.

Description of the school
The school is bigger than most schools. The proportions of pupils from minority ethnic groups,
those eligible for free school meals and those whose first language is not English are high. The
proportion of pupils with moderate learning difficulties is lower than average. Currently 34
different languages are spoken by the school community. The school provides a pre-school
breakfast club and football club. Provision for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage is
in both a full-time and a part-time Nursery and two Reception classes.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1
Pupils make excellent progress and reach exceptionally high standards in this outstanding
school because they thrive in a purposeful, caring and welcoming environment. The most
significant factors in this success are the outstanding leadership and management of the new
headteacher and deputy headteacher, who have forged a very strong and purposeful partnership.
They are providing the drive and vision to continue to take the school forward. They are very
ably supported by a well-informed governing body and get first-rate support from an excellent
team of middle managers and leaders. Parents are highly supportive of the school. Typical
comments include, 'I couldn't praise it more', and, 'I simply couldn't be happier with the school's
commitment, attitude and standards.'
The school promotes community cohesion well and this has been a particular force in removing
barriers to learning. All pupils, regardless of gender or ethnic group, are valued equally. Inclusion
is outstanding. All groups of pupils get on very well together because the school celebrates its
cultural diversity through well-planned curricular activities such as Black History Month and
different faith festivals. As one parent wrote, 'My son has blossomed at this school.' The school
works very well with outside agencies to support its more vulnerable pupils, enabling them to
make progress that is equally as good as others. The school is very successful in tackling
differences in attainment for different groups.
Leaders and managers have sustained the high standards and excellent achievement over recent
years. Most children start school with skills at levels below those expected, particularly in
language, social and mathematical skills. Good provision and teaching in the Early Years
Foundation Stage enables them to make a good start to their school life and by the end of
Reception class most children are at the levels expected of them except in reading and
mathematical skills. The outdoor areas currently provide good opportunities for physical
development, but are insufficiently developed to enhance the curriculum in all other areas of
learning. This good start is built on by the consistently good teaching in Key Stage 1, where
standards in reading, writing and mathematics are average by the end of Year 2. Progress
continues to accelerate in Key Stage 2, so that by the end of Year 6 standards are exceptionally
high, particularly in science. This represents outstanding achievement for the great majority
of pupils. Excellent assessment and tracking systems ensure that rapid and well-focused
interventions support the needs of all groups of pupils. Levels of challenge are high, enabling
both more able pupils and those with learning difficulties and/or disabilities to attain their full
potential.
Pupils make such good progress because the quality of teaching and learning is outstanding.
Consistently good or better teaching is seen across all age groups. Relationships are very good
and behaviour is managed well. Teachers are very good at questioning pupils and allowing them
time to reflect on their answers. This is very good personal development as it raises self-esteem
and confidence. Class discussions provide very good opportunities for the development of
speaking and listening skills. Marking is good and pupils themselves say that it is helpful
'knowing what I've got to do next to get even better'. The individual needs of pupils who move
from other schools are quickly identified and effectively addressed. Teaching assistants, through
their support of individuals and small groups, make a valuable contribution to pupils' learning.
The outstanding leadership and management at all levels have not only focused on sustaining
excellent academic progress, they have contributed notably also to the rapid personal
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development of all groups of pupils. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is
outstanding. Very good opportunities are used to help pupils mature by giving them
responsibilities around the school, which they take seriously and enjoy. That this is a happy
school is recognised by many parents, one commenting, 'It has a happy and stimulating
atmosphere.' Pupils themselves enjoy coming to school because learning is fun. One said,
'Everyday we learn something new.' In the past attendance and punctuality have fluctuated
and the school is doing all it can to improve this. Attendance is now average and improving,
helped by the pre-school breakfast and football clubs and the work of the learning mentor
with particular families. Pupils are proud of their school. Through well-planned topics they
develop a very good understanding of how to be safe and healthy. The school council's members
enjoy their responsibilities and feel they are making a good contribution to the life of the school
community. The school has strong links with the local community and as one parent put it, 'We
feel lucky to be part of this school.'
The leaders and managers have been very successful in ensuring that the care, guidance and
support provided for all groups of pupils are excellent and the wide variety of needs are met
very effectively. Very careful monitoring of pupils from the outset enables needs to be quickly
identified and support programmes put in place. Safeguarding and health and safety
arrangements are robust and regularly reviewed, helping to provide a safe learning environment,
which contributes strongly to the success of pupils' performance. Effective links with secondary
schools ensure a smooth transition for older pupils.
Improvements continue to be made to the outstanding curriculum. It is, for example, very well
supported by a wide range of clubs and activities that contribute strongly to both pupils'
academic and personal development. Very good use is made of an exciting range of visits and
visitors to bring the curriculum alive, a fact much appreciated by pupils themselves. The
curriculum makes good links between subjects, but the school acknowledges that opportunities
are sometimes missed to make better use of pupils' skills in information and communication
technology (ICT). Good use is made of literacy and numeracy skills in other areas of the
curriculum. By the time they leave, pupils are well equipped with skills in literacy and numeracy
and are exceedingly well prepared for future learning.
The capacity to improve is excellent because the school is very self-critical in its evaluation of
its strengths and areas for development. All staff and governors are well aware of its priorities
and show a common purpose in taking the school forward.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage
Grade: 2
In relation to their starting points, most children, including those who are learning English as
an additional language, make good progress because of the consistently good teaching they
receive. They attain the expected levels of skills by the end of Reception Year except in reading
and mathematical calculations. The staff have secure understanding of how young children
learn. A wide range of activities in all areas extends children's learning. Teacher assistants are
well trained and effectively promote learning. Focused activities improve children's knowledge
of letter sounds, writing and some mathematical skills. There is a good balance of
teacher-directed activities and those that children choose themselves, encouraging
independence. The Early Years Foundation Stage leader is aware of the need to develop the
outdoor areas to provide more opportunities for learning.
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The settling procedures are good and provide opportunities for parents and children to visit
the school and meet staff. Children's welfare is given a very high priority and as a result they
feel secure, are confident learners and enjoy their first experiences of school life. Close
partnership with parents and external agencies helps to meet the needs of all children including
those who have learning difficulties and/or disabilities. Children's personal, social and emotional
development is good. Children settle quickly and learn school rules and routines. They behave
sensibly and have positive relationships with adults and other children.
The provision is well led and managed by an experienced coordinator. Assessments are rigorous
and used consistently to plan next steps in children's learning. Monitoring of teaching and
tracking of children's progress are rigorous and information is used to further improve learning.

What the school should do to improve further
■

■

Improve the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage outdoor areas to enhance children's
learning experiences.
Provide further opportunities for pupils to use their ICT skills in other areas of the curriculum.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and
grade 4 inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?
The capacity to make any necessary improvements

1
Yes
1
1

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage
How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?
How well do children in the EYFS achieve?
How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?
How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

2
2
2
2
1
2

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1

1
1
1
1

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being
How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners enjoy their education
The attendance of learners
The behaviour of learners
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

1
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1
1
1

Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
Yes
No
No
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
09 February 2009
Dear Pupils
Inspection of Brackenbury Primary School,London,W6 0BA
Thank you for being such a big help to us when we came to visit your school. We enjoyed talking
to you and looking at your work. Your behaviour was excellent and you obviously enjoy your
time at school.
Here are some of the things your school does well.
■

■

■

The headteacher, deputy headteacher, governors and senior teachers are doing a great job
in running the school and helping you to reach high standards and make very good progress
in reading, writing and mathematics.
The youngest children in the Nursery and Reception classes make a good start because they
are very well looked after and enjoy their time in school.
Teachers are very good in helping you not only to be more mature and responsible as you
grow older, but also to learn new and exciting things.

There are two things your school could do better.
■
■

Improve the outdoor areas for the Nursery and Reception classes.
Plan more ways for you to use your computer skills in other subjects.

You can help your teachers by continuing to work hard and enjoy your time in school. Remember
to ask your teachers for help if you have a problem; they will help you to make even better
progress than you are now.
Good luck in the future.
Yours faithfully
John Collins
Lead Inspector

