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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one Additional Inspector.

Description of the school
This is an average sized school, serving an area with higher than average
deprivation. Pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds form 37% of the roll. A larger
than average proportion of pupils is entitled to free school meals. The number of pupils
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is above average and the proportion with
statements of special educational need is average. The school holds the Investors in
People award.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2
This is a good school. It is warm and welcoming and provides its pupils with a good
education. As a parent said, 'Our son loves going to school. We feel he is well looked
after and is learning very well.' Some features of the school's work are outstanding.
Pupils' personal development is excellent. Pupils are proud of their school and enjoy
every minute of the day. This is because the teachers plan a rich curriculum, which
makes learning exciting and leads to pupils' very positive attitudes and an enthusiastic
approach to their work. Behaviour is very good and pupils make many friends. Excellent
attention is given to keeping pupils safe and healthy; they are keen to keep fit and,
when weather permits, enjoy using the adventure play facilities. They take their
responsibilities in school seriously and are keen to share their skills in the wider
community, conserving the environment by recycling and raising funds for several
charities. Older pupils act as mediators, helping to resolve pupil disputes and
encouraging younger pupils to take responsibility for their own actions. Pupils grow
in confidence and independence and these qualities, combined with their well developed
academic skills, ensure that they are well prepared for the future. Pupils achieve well
because teaching is good and results in high standards. Provision in the Foundation
Stage is good; children get off to a flying start because of the strong focus on
promoting personal development and basic literacy and numeracy skills within
appropriate activities, including play.
From an average starting point, with some weaknesses in language and social skills,
most children reach the learning goals expected at the end of Reception and a minority
exceed them. Pupils continue to make good progress in Years 1 and 2. Teachers'
accurate assessment at the end of Year 2 shows that standards are above average in
reading, writing and mathematics. Teachers use assessment information successfully
to group pupils according to their ability. This is most effective for the lower and
middle ability groups and for some pupils in the top ability groups. It enables the
majority to exceed the level expected for their age so that by the end of Key Stage 2
standards are above average. Nevertheless, more of the most able pupils have the
potential to reach the higher level in mathematics, an area the school is beginning to
focus on. The school has introduced a number of very successful strategies to improve
attendance, which is now average. However, inconsistent attendance slows the progress
of a few pupils.
Leadership and management are good. The headteacher provides outstanding
leadership and is very ably supported by the deputy headteacher. They have a clear
vision for the school and successfully maintain a balance between promoting pupils'
academic and their personal development. This enables the school to fulfil its mission
'to be a caring school where respect is important and all are treated equally.' Links
with outside agencies, such as those to support pupils with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities and those at an early stage of learning English, are outstanding, and support
these pupils' good progress. The quality of self-evaluation is good. Processes are
thorough and rigorous but sometimes lead the school to be too modest about its
performance. Governors are supportive and well informed. Subject leaders manage
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their subjects well and are fully involved in evaluating the school's strengths and areas
for development. The school provides good value for money and is well placed to
improve further.

What the school should do to improve further
• Provide greater challenge in mathematics lessons to enable all of the more able
pupils to reach the level which they are capable of.
• Improve the attendance of the minority of pupils.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2
Children enter Nursery with levels of attainment expected for their ages. They make
good progress in the Foundation Stage, particularly in developing language and in
their personal, social and emotional development, and the majority achieve the expected
early learning goals by the time they start Year 1. Pupils make good progress in Key
Stage 1 and standards overall are above average by the end of Year 2. Pupils continue
to make good, and in some cases better, progress in Key Stage 2 and reach above
average standards by the end of Year 6. However, standards in English and science
are better than those in mathematics because not enough pupils reach the higher
levels in mathematics. In 2006, challenging targets were met in English and science
and were just missed in mathematics. Pupils' achievement is good because the school
regularly tracks progress and makes effective provision to support those they find are
not making the expected progress. Pupils learning English as an additional language
do well, and reach or exceed the expected standards at Year 2 and Year 6. Pupils with
learning difficulties and/or disabilities are well supported and make good progress.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1
Personal development and well-being are outstanding. Pupils show their enjoyment
for school in their eagerness to get on with the day. This is a major factor in the good
progress made by pupils and prepares them exceptionally well for the future. Pupils
appreciate the importance of healthy lifestyles and their efforts are being recognised
in preparations for a Healthy School award. Pupils learn about possible dangers and,
as one pupil said, 'We feel safe because there are grown-ups to help and to show us
how to do things.' Membership of the school council, fulfilling a range of duties, and
a willingness to raise funds for charity are just some examples of the outstanding way
pupils learn about their role in the community. Pupils' personal qualities reflect
exceptional support for their good spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
Teachers have successfully encouraged children to accept responsibilities for their
own personal development and that of others, for example, in the work of the 'Solving
Squad': older pupils who act as mediators in disputes between others. All are
encouraged to take responsibility for their actions. Respect and consideration are
central to the work of the school and lead to good behaviour and a caring school.

Inspection Report: Oxford Grove Primary School, 16 January 2007

4

While attendance has improved considerably and is now average, a few pupils are not
attending regularly enough and this is affecting their achievement.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 2
The good quality of teaching is the major reason for pupils' good achievement. Teachers
plan carefully and start lessons by telling pupils exactly what they want them to learn.
Classrooms are stimulating, with many useful visual prompts to guide learning. Good
relationships ensure that pupils are confident to participate. The grouping of pupils
according to their ability for literacy and numeracy lessons is generally very effective
but a few of the more able pupils are not always challenged as well as they could be
in mathematics. A key factor in the good progress made by pupils with learning
difficulties and/or disabilities, and those learning English as an additional language,
is the skilled input from the teaching assistants and bilingual support. Detailed
individual programmes and well planned intervention ensure that they receive the
help they need.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 2
The curriculum provides a range of interesting experiences. This supports pupils' good
academic and personal achievement. The curriculum is adapted well to integrate
different subjects and meets pupils' needs well. The Foundation Stage curriculum is
good. Provision for English, mathematics, science and information and communication
technology (ICT) has improved since the last inspection. The school offers pupils a
good range and variety of activities to enhance the curriculum. Pupils particularly
enjoy extra-curricular activities such as judo, music, drama, football and rugby. They
say lessons are fun, especially sport and creative subjects such as art and music. They
are proud of their work towards the Healthy School award and an ICT award.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 1
Care, guidance and support are outstanding. The ethos of the school is focused on
safeguarding pupils and enabling them to achieve as well as they can. The school's
motto refers to 'pride' and this is evident in every aspect of its work. This is striking
in the happy and caring atmosphere, which enables pupils to feel safe and secure. All
essential safety procedures are carried out. Thorough checks are conducted to see
that all working in school are suitable to be involved with children. Close links with
external agencies enable staff to offer well informed guidance, especially to pupils
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. The school uses assessment information
well to track pupils' progress. Pupils understand what they have achieved and precisely
what they need to do next and this is helping to accelerate their progress. While
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assessment procedures are good, the information is not always used well enough to
challenge the more able in mathematics.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2
Leadership and management are good. The headteacher's leadership, vision and
dedication are exemplary. A parent commented, 'The headteacher leads by example
and encourages others to gets things done.' The headteacher's partnership with the
deputy headteacher is very effective. Both are well supported by the senior leadership
team and all staff in a determined approach to raise standards by providing an extremely
caring and inclusive community. This leads to good and improving achievement and
pupils' excellent personal development. Subject leaders are further developing their
skills in monitoring teaching and learning to help to make further improvements.
Rigorous and well focused self-evaluation of the school's strengths and weaknesses
is closely linked to the school development plan and is focused on raising standards.
Governors are supportive and, because they know the school well, they hold it to
account for its performance. Issues from the previous inspection have been successfully
tackled and standards have risen consistently. There is no complacency and the school
has a good capacity to continue to improve.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4
inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?
The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
The capacity to make any necessary improvements
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2

1
2
2
2
Yes

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

2
2
2
2

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

1
2
1
3
1
1
1
1
2

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1

2
2
1

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

2
1
2
2
2
2
Yes
No
No
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
I really enjoyed my visit to your school. Thank you for making me so welcome. I was pleased
to see that you care about your school and the people in it and that you are very polite and
courteous. I was very impressed by the way in which you talked confidently about your school
because this helped me with the inspection. For example, I learned that you feel safe and secure
in school and that teachers are very friendly and give you interesting things to do so that you
work hard and enjoy coming to school.
These are some of the things that your school does well:
• you benefit from good teaching because your teachers work hard to make lessons interesting
so that you make good progress
• all of you are really helpful to those children who are learning English as an additional
language or who find their learning hard
• the school looks after you extremely well and makes sure that each one of you is valued
• the headteacher leads the school extremely well and all the staff and governors work hard
to improve the school.
Here are some of the things that I think could be better:
• more of you could reach the higher level in mathematics by the end of Year 6: you can help
by working as hard as you can to achieve this
• a small number of you could attend more regularly: do try to get to school every day to
ensure that you benefit as much as possible from the good things your school is providing.
Thank you again for your kind welcome.

