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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school
St Paul's is a larger than average primary school in an area of high social deprivation.
Three-quarters of the pupils are from minority ethnic backgrounds with the largest group being
Black African. The proportion of pupils whose first language is not English is much higher than
the national average. The percentage of pupils eligible for free school meals is higher than
average as is the percentage with learning difficulties.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3
St Paul's provides a satisfactory standard of education for its pupils. The headteacher has
successfully managed the school through a period of development over the last two years. As
a result of her good leadership satisfactory improvements have been made since the previous
inspection. After much instability, there is now a balance of experienced and newer teachers
who form a stable staffing structure on which the school can build. All staff successfully promote
an orderly and purposeful learning environment where pupils feel safe and well looked after.
Satisfactory care, guidance and support effectively develop pupils' personal skills, particularly
their confidence and self-esteem. Teachers use consistent approaches to praise and check
behaviour and as a result most pupils behave well in lessons and around the school, particularly
the older pupils.
Pupils enjoy their time at the school and parents are happy with what the school offers.
Attendance is satisfactory and although the school is doing all it can to improve regular and
prompt attendance, a small number of children are frequently absent and miss out on important
learning. Particular strengths of the school are the visits pupils make, the visitors to school and
the good range of clubs offered to pupils in Years 3 to 6. These not only enrich the curriculum
well but also contribute to pupils' personal skills, enjoyment of learning and the ability to make
good choices for leading healthy lifestyles. A group of pupils agreed and one pupil said, 'In the
clubs, you learn things but in a fun way and they help us get along with each other.'
Pupils achieve satisfactorily from their well below average starting points. Children get off to
a good start at school because of good provision and teaching in the Foundation Stage. By the
time pupils leave the school, standards are average in English and mathematics and below
average in science. Teaching and learning are satisfactory but work is not always challenging
enough, particularly in science and teachers are not using enough strategies to help pupils who
are just beginning to learn English. Teachers keep a close check on progress, but pupils are not
always clear about how they can judge how well they are doing and whether they have achieved
the targets set by teachers to improve their work.
The school has an accurate view of its strengths and weaknesses and realises that it could
improve on the satisfactory education it currently offers. It has demonstrated that it has a
satisfactory capacity to secure further improvement. The standard of pupils' personal and basic
skills means they are satisfactorily prepared for the next stage of their education.

What the school should do to improve further
• Raise standards in science by providing more challenging work.
• Ensure pupils make more rapid progress, particularly those who are beginning to learn English,
by developing a wider range of teaching approaches.
• Involve pupils more in evaluating their own progress towards achieving their targets.
A small proportion of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory but which
have areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before
their next section 5 inspection.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 3
Pupils' achievement is satisfactory and standards are average. Children start at school in the
Nursery or Reception Year with attainment which is well below average. They get a good start
in the Foundation Stage although attainment remains below age related expectations at the
end of the Reception year. Pupils continue to make satisfactory progress in Years 1 and 2 and
by the end of Year 6, standards are broadly average in English and mathematics. Standards are
slightly lower in English, but the school's focus on letter sounds, guided reading and writing
has effectively contributed to improvements. However, standards in science are improving at
a much slower rate and remain below average. This is linked with insufficient challenge, especially
for more able pupils. Support provided for pupils who are underachieving results in satisfactory
improvement for most pupils, but there is still some variation between the year groups linked
in part with turbulence in staffing in the past. There are no overall differences between the
achievements of pupils from different backgrounds but pupils who have a limited grasp of
English are not developing their fluency as quickly as they might because of limited teaching
styles.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 3
Pupils' personal development and well-being are satisfactory. Revisions to the curriculum,
including a focus on the arts, are helping to make learning more relevant and meaningful and
giving all pupils a chance to succeed whatever their learning needs. This has a good impact on
raising pupils' confidence and self esteem especially those who have low expectations of
themselves. Pupils' spiritual, social, moral and cultural development is satisfactory. There are
strengths in spiritual and cultural awareness as a result of strong links with the Church and the
work the school does to include and celebrate the cultural diversity of the school and wider
community. The school council's anti-bullying campaign has helped to raise awareness that
bullying is unacceptable. Pupils have a good understanding of how to lead healthy lifestyles
and stay safe in and out of school. Pupils enjoy their involvement in community events and the
duties they have around the school are taken very seriously. However, pupils say they do not
do enough in school and would welcome opportunities to take on more responsibility. The
personal development and well-being of children in the Foundation Stage are good. They are
proud of their achievements and willingly discuss them with adults. Those preparing to move
to the next stage are encouraged to share the playground with older pupils. The ease with
which they do so is a measure of the confidence they gain through their time in the Foundation
Stage.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 3
Pupils' attitudes towards learning are generally satisfactory. They are better when lessons
require them to be active, responsible and independent and when teachers challenge them in
their work. This was seen in several lessons where teaching was good. Lessons are usually well
organised and activities are interesting but work does not always challenge all pupils or extend
the skills of the more able. This is particularly the case in science. Opportunities for pupils to
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share their ideas with each other help to improve their speaking, listening, thinking and
explanation skills but this is inconsistent across the classes. One child commented, 'Sometimes
we just have to copy things down and that's not so good because they don't make you think
for yourself.' Teaching does not always help pupils make better progress, for example by
demonstrating how to make writing more effective or by helping pupils who are at the early
stages of learning English to understand the way language works. There is satisfactory support
for pupils with learning difficulties and teaching assistants contribute much to the progress of
pupils with differing learning needs. Teachers use assessment information efficiently to identify
pupils for support and intervention.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 3
The curriculum is satisfactory with some good features. Plans to strengthen the links across
subjects are well thought out. For example, writing a recount of a visit to a museum was linked
appropriately with work in science in Years 1 and 2 and work on the Tudors was linked with
art, music and drama in Years 3 and 4. However in daily planning, tasks are not always matched
appropriately to pupils' starting points in mixed age classes. This reduces the impact of the
careful two-year planning to raise standards. The Foundation Stage curriculum is good with a
strong focus on personal development and literacy to give childen a good start to their school
life. The overall curriculum provided for pupils with English as an additional language is
satisfactory. However, the curriculum is not always adapted well enough to enable teachers to
use a range of teaching approaches to meet the needs of those who are at an early stage of
learning English.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 3
Pupils are looked after well. Children in the Foundation Stage are very well supported by
dedicated staff who know each child well. Pupils' emotional needs are met by teachers and the
effective work of learning mentors and teaching assistants. The school takes appropriate steps
to ensure that pupils feel safe and well cared for. The required checks are carried out on adults
who work in the school. The school works well with other services to ensure pupils' well-being.
Those with learning difficulties and vulnerable children are quickly identified and effective
measures are put into place to support them. Pupils are encouraged to do their best, but are
not always given enough guidance on how they should improve their work in order to move
rapidly to the next level. Teachers give pupils goals for their learning in some areas, for example,
in writing, but pupils are not always clear about what these are or how they can achieve them.
Pupils who find work easier than others are not always given sufficiently challenging targets.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3
Leadership and management are satisfactory, but the leadership of the headteacher is good.
This is because not all senior leaders are involved in monitoring the work of the school. School
improvement planning is appropriately focussed on the most important areas for development.
The headteacher monitors the attainment of individual pupils in each class and takes action
based on the analysis of assessment results. This has contributed to improving results in English
and mathematics although achievement in science is still relatively weak. Senior leaders provide
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good support for colleagues through good teamwork, particularly for teachers new to teaching
and to the school. Other teachers with leadership responsibilities are developing their roles
well, but the full impact of their work has yet to be seen. Governors support the school
satisfactorily through their work in committees. With the support of the headteacher, they are
beginning to hold the school to account for the standards it achieves across subjects but they
are not yet asking enough challenging questions about the achievement of the pupils.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4
inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?
The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
The capacity to make any necessary improvements
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

3

3
2
3
3
Yes

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
The standards1 reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

3
3
3
3

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

3
3
2
3
3
2
2
3
3

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1

3
3
3

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

3
3
3
3
3
3
Yes
No
No
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
4 June 2007
Dear Pupils
Inspection of St Paul's Church of England Primary School,London,SE17 3DT
I am writing to let you know how much my colleagues and I enjoyed our visit to your school.
Thank you for making us so welcome, for talking to us about your work and telling us what
you think about your school. This is what we found out.
• Your school is giving you a satisfactory standard of education.
• You told us that you enjoy being at the school and we saw that you get on well with each
other, particularly in Years 3 to 6.
• Your behaviour is good and helps you learn in your lessons.
• You have improved your work in English and mathematics.
• We were very pleased to learn that you know how to stay healthy and stay safe in and out
of school.
• Everyone in the school looks after you well and helps you to succeed.
• Your teachers work very hard to make sure you have opportunities to make visits, learn from
visitors to school and attend lots of interesting clubs, which you told us you enjoy very much.
• Your headteacher does a good job in leading the school and making it even better.
These are the things we think should be better.
• You should have more challenging work to help you do better, especially in science.
• Your teachers should help you understand what you need to do to improve your work and
how you can judge how well you are doing.
• The school should think of more ways to help children who are learning English do well in
their work.
You can help by always doing your best, going to school every day and arriving on time so that
you don't miss out on your lessons.
Thank you again for all your help and for being so friendly, polite and interesting to talk to.
Yours sincerely
Margaret CoussinsLead inspector

