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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors.

Description of the school
Gotherington Primary School is an average sized primary school serving an advantaged
semi-rural area. There are equal numbers of boys and girls, and only a very small
proportion of pupils is eligible for free school meals. Almost all the pupils are from
White British backgrounds and all speak English as their first language. The proportion
of pupils with learning difficulties or disabilities is low. The school is led by a
long-serving headteacher. It has the distinction of being part of a teacher training
programme involving outstanding primary schools.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1
The school believes that it is extremely effective, and inspectors agree. The pupils
make excellent progress as they grow through the school. Standards on entry to the
reception class are above average, but by the end of Year 6 standards are very high.
In addition, the care and guidance the pupils receive enable them to make considerable
progress in their personal development, so that they leave the school confident and
self-assured. This is because the school has an outstanding headteacher with immense
experience, who is very well supported by all the staff at the school. Teaching is
outstanding. The curriculum is broad and balanced, and enhanced by a wide range of
extra curricular activities, although additional equipment would further enhance
learning in the reception class. The school makes very good use of all the resources
available and gives very good value for money. The school has well developed processes
of self-review. Forward planning appropriately addresses issues which have been
identified as requiring improvement. Despite its current high level of effectiveness,
the school has both the will and the capacity to continue to improve.

What the school should do to improve further
•Improve the practical equipment available for children in the reception class.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 1
Most children start school with above average attainment They make excellent progress
in the reception class and by the end of the year they all reach the standards expected
and many exceed them.
On entry to Year 1, pupils have very good skills in speaking, listening, reading, writing
and mathematics. Pupils’ excellent progress continues through Year 1 and by Year 2,
standards are high in reading, writing, mathematics and science.
By the end of Year 6, standards are very high. This is because of the quality of teaching
and learning, and the pupils’ attitude to work in Years 3 to 6. Pupils’ work seen in this
inspection confirms that outstanding progress is made in all areas of the curriculum,
and particularly in English, mathematics and science.
More capable pupils, including those who are gifted or talented, achieve high standards,
although more pupils reach the higher levels in literacy than in mathematics.
Challenging targets for pupils’ performance in national tests are set, and are in most
cases met or exceeded. In 2005 a small proportion of lower attaining pupils did not
achieve the expected Level 4 in mathematics, and similarly a few higher attaining
pupils did not attain a Level 5 in science.
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Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1
The pupils’ behaviour is exemplary. They greatly enjoy their lessons and love learning.
They flourish because of the school’s strong family atmosphere and caring approach.
Relationships are very good and this helps to develop pupils’ self-esteem. From their
first days in the reception class, children adapt easily to school and develop their thirst
for learning. Pupils develop their problem solving skills and ability to work successfully
in small teams because these life skills are taught systematically throughout the school.
Their understanding of the world of work is well developed, for example through links
with a famous supermarket. Pupils have many worthwhile opportunities to contribute
to decisions about the running of the school. Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is excellent.
Pupils have a very good understanding of healthy eating because the school strongly
promotes it. There is an excellent range of games and many opportunities for daily
exercise in the playground. Pupils learn very well how to keep themselves safe.
Attendance and punctuality are good and the school has very effective procedures to
reduce unnecessary absences.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 1
Teaching is outstanding throughout the school. In the Reception class exciting topics
and stories capture the children’s imagination. Stories are brought to life through
drama and practical tasks. Teaching is of a consistently high standard during whole
class and focused group teaching as well as in purposeful play.
In every year group the teachers match work to pupils’ levels of understanding well.
This is because the school has very thorough systems for checking what the pupils
already know and can do. The teachers’ subject knowledge is very good and ensures
that they are able to teach subjects in the depth needed for so many very capable
pupils. Lessons are thoroughly planned to provide interesting and stimulating activities.
This leads to learning which goes well beyond facts and knowledge. The pupils debate,
solve problems, and are challenged to think about the underlying issues that they are
examining. The pupils often work in groups where the tasks are varied to meet their
different capabilities. They are very well supported by additional teachers, trainee
teachers and learning assistants.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 1
The curriculum is broad, rich and relevant to the pupils’ interests. It takes full account
of the pupils’ range of attainment and, from early days in the reception class, includes
opportunities for more capable pupils to advance more quickly. Provision for pupils
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with learning difficulties is excellent. The school’s very strong provision for music and
the performing arts greatly enhances learning opportunities.
The curriculum is brought alive through an excellent range of extra curricular activities
and a rich array of visits and visitors. Resources are good. However, in the reception
class there is a limited range of equipment for developing the children’s low level
clambering and balancing skills in the outdoor area. There are too few construction
kits for developing the children’s understanding of moving parts.
Pupils’ learning is supported well through displays of work and a variety of reminders
and guidance. Safety is a key concern, with warning notices posted when an activity
requires particular care on the part of teachers and pupils.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 1
The care of pupils is outstanding. All staff show very high levels of care and are
committed to ensuring the pupils’ well-being. The high quality personal and academic
support the pupils receive contributes very effectively to their achievement. The school
has excellent systems in English and mathematics to help pupils understand how well
they are doing and how to improve. Systems for checking and improving pupils’ progress
are excellent. There are some good opportunities for pupils to begin to develop
knowledge and skills appropriate to their future economic and social well-being. The
school has very effective procedures for ensuring the health, safety and well-being of
its pupils. Child protection and health and safety procedures are exceptional. The
school’s very good relationships with parents and other agencies are significant factors
in its success.

Leadership and management
Grade: 1
The headteacher has provided sustained excellent leadership over a long period of
time, during which high standards have been consistently maintained. Her vision is
shared by all staff. The school’s consistently high standards of professional practice
reflect the direction provided by the headteacher and senior staff. There is very strong
team work throughout the school. Curriculum leaders make a considerable impact on
pupils’ achievement through the way that they maintain and improve standards in
their subjects. All aspects of teaching are managed to the highest standard, including
curriculum development, lesson planning, and the use of assessment data for planning
and tracking pupils’ progress. Teaching staff keep up to date through effective staff
development.
The finances are very well managed, and the headteacher has budgeted for additional
support staffing and a new computer suite. Governors provide good support for the
school and take a strong interest in the progress of the pupils. They have ensured that
all statutory requirements are met. The school communicates well with parents and
most of them are delighted with the education provided. One parent wrote `This is
state education at its very best’. Inspectors agree with the majority of parents. A few
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from individual parents. Inspectors believe that the school takes full account of all
such views where they are raised and takes action where it is appropriate.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3
satisfactory, and grade 4 inadequate

School
Overall
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Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education,
integrated care and any extended services in meeting the needs of
learners?
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote
learners' well-being?
The quality and standards in foundation stage
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
The capacity to make any necessary improvements
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
the learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of
needs and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly below
average; Grade 3 - Broadly average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets, through quality assurance and self-review
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can
How effectively and efficiently resources are deployed to achieve value for
money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
The adequacy and suitability of staff to ensure that learners are protected

1

NA

1

NA

1

NA

1

NA

1

NA

2

NA

Yes

NA

The extent to which schools enable learners to be healthy
Learners are encouraged and enabled to eat and drink healthily
Learners are encouraged and enabled to take regular exercise
Learners are discouraged from smoking and substance abuse
Learners are educated about sexual health
The extent to which providers ensure that learners stay safe
Procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government requirements
Risk assessment procedures and related staff training are in place
Action is taken to reduce anti-social behaviour, such as bullying and racism
Learners are taught about key risks and how to deal with them
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution
Learners are helped to develop stable, positive relationships
Learners, individually and collectively, participate in making decisions that affect them
Learners are encouraged to initiate, participate in and manage activities in school and the
wider community
The extent to which schools enable learners to achieve economic well-being
There is provision to promote learners’ basic skills
Learners have opportunities to develop enterprise skills and work in teams
Careers education and guidance is provided to all learners in key stage 3 and 4 and the sixth
form
Education for all learners aged 14–19 provides an understanding of employment and the
economy

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
NA
NA
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
Gotherington Primary School The Lawns Gotherington Gloucestershire GL52 4EP
4 November 2005
Dear Pupils
Thank you for welcoming us to your school, and for being so friendly and telling us about your
school in such a lively and interesting way. We enjoyed our visit very much, and thank you Years
3, 4, 5 and 6 for singing your school song so beautifully for us just before we left.
You told us that you enjoyed coming to school and that your teachers taught you interesting
lessons and were very patient if you did not understand something. You said you felt safe and
well looked after. After coming into your lessons and being in the school for two days we agree
with you. We found your lessons were often excellent, giving you opportunities to learn in
many different ways so that you had no time to be bored. You all knew what you had to do to
improve which is always useful.
As a result of all of this, you are all doing well at school. It is good to hear that you feel you
can always talk to a teacher if you have any worries about anything.
You obviously enjoy all the opportunities to be involved in visits, clubs and sporting activities.
We were impressed by the choir rehearsing at lunch time, and by the number of you who stayed
on after school on the first day of our visit for games on the field and the netball pitch. For
those of you in the Foundation Stage, we have suggested to your headteacher that some more
outdoor play equipment would help you make even better progress.
You are at an excellent school. Well done to all of you and all your teachers and the other adults
who help you.
Yours faithfully
John English Lead Inspector

