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Overall effectiveness
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Effectiveness of leadership and management
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Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

Outcomes for pupils

Good

Early years provision

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous inspection

Requires improvement

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is a good school
 The headteacher has secured good
improvement in all aspects of the school’s work
since the last inspection. Staff have been fully
supportive of the changes made.
 Parents hold the school in very high regard.
They said that it has improved greatly since the
appointment of the headteacher. They felt that
it has benefited from collaboration with a
neighbouring school.
 Staff work together well as a team. Leadership
from the headteacher and head of school is
clear and very effective. Governance is much
improved. The governing body has taken
action to make the school better.
 Leaders, including governors, know the school
inside out. The school is well placed to
continue with its improvement.
 Teaching and the use of assessment are good
throughout the school. Teaching is often
tailored to meet individual needs. Pupils enjoy
lessons, concentrate well and work hard.
 Because teaching meets pupils’ needs well, all
groups of pupils make good progress. Progress
in reading is stronger than in mathematics.
 In mathematics, pupils’ number skills are
stronger than their reasoning and problem
solving.

 Pupils’ progress in writing is a little slower than
in reading. Teachers provide too few
opportunities for pupils to write at length. They
do not ask pupils often enough to use and
develop their mathematical and writing skills in
other subjects.
 Teaching assistants are very effectively
deployed. They make a very positive
contribution to pupils’ good progress.
 Pupils behave well, feel safe in school and are
polite and considerate to one another. Older
pupils enjoy taking responsibility and often
help the younger children.
 The school promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development very well.
 Attendance improved during the last school
year to above-average levels. Pupils enjoy
school and are proud of it. Procedures to keep
pupils safe in school are robustly managed.
 In the early years, children get a good start to
their education. Teaching meets their needs
well and they make good progress.

Full report
What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Raise attainment in mathematics by ensuring that the mathematics curriculum and all
teachers give sufficient emphasis to:
– developing pupils’ reasoning and problem-solving skills
– using and applying mathematics in other subjects.
 Raise attainment in writing by all teachers providing more opportunities for pupils to
use and apply their writing skills, including writing at length, in other subjects.
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Inspection judgements
Effectiveness of leadership and management

Good

 The headteacher and the head of school are determined to improve the quality of
teaching and pupils’ learning further. They have the full support of the governing body.
They have ensured that all staff are united in their desire to help all pupils to do their
best. The school has received good-quality support from the local authority. Leaders
have established an effective collaboration with Everton Primary School. Leaders and
governors are continually exploring new partnerships that will improve the viability and
effectiveness of the school.
 Leaders know the school inside out and know where further improvements are needed.
This means the school is well placed to continue to improve. The leadership of teaching
and learning is a particularly strong aspect. The quality of teaching is now consistently
good. All staff understand that it is their responsibility to ensure that each pupil does
his or her personal best.
 Leaders’ regular checks on teaching and on the work in pupils’ books are helpful to
staff. After lesson observations and work analyses, leaders give individual feedback to
staff about their teaching. Leaders also make checks to ensure that teachers are
implementing school initiatives consistently.
 The headteacher and governors are adept at ensuring that the resources of the school
are used to good effect. The school’s main budget is wisely spent. Leaders constantly
seek ways of obtaining better value for money. The primary physical education (PE)
and sport premium funding is also used well. It is used to extend the range of sports
teaching and to improve teachers’ skills in teaching PE. Leaders also draw on other
sources of external funding. They have recently established a much-improved outside
area for the early years.
 Pupil premium funding and the extra funds for pupils who have special educational
needs (SEN) and/or disabilities are now being spent to much better effect. Both these
groups of pupils make good progress throughout the school.
 The curriculum is suitably modified to support the learning of the most able pupils. In
Year 6, for example, the most able pupils are often given more demanding work. This
challenges them and helps them to enjoy lessons and make good progress.
 The curriculum and teaching have been adapted well to match the learning needs of
different groups of pupils. For example, they have been effectively modified to meet
the needs of pupils who have SEN and/or disabilities.
 The curriculum for writing has been improved, but pupils do not write enough at length
in English. Opportunities to develop their writing skills in other subjects are also
limited.
 The reading curriculum is good. The teaching of phonics in the early years and key
stage 1 is a strength. The school has a good home reading programme.
 The mathematics curriculum for calculation is effective. It gives too little emphasis to
problem solving and investigation. Pupils in Year 6 enjoy and benefit from the online
individual mathematics tuition available weekly this year.
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 The curriculum to support pupils’ personal development is a strength. Pupils’ good
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is a key part of the school’s provision.
British values are well promoted.
 The school has worked effectively over the last two years to improve the involvement
of parents in their children’s learning. Parents appreciate these improvements and said
that communication between the school and home is good. They said that they are
helped to support their children’s learning. Parents are confident that the school is well
led and managed.
Governance of the school
 Since the previous inspection, the governing body has set the school and its
governance on a new and much-improved track. The local authority has provided
support for this change.
 The governing body now contains a suitable range of well-experienced and capable
governors. They are acting with great determination to play a full and proper role in
checking and supporting the school’s improvements.
 Governors now have a comprehensive view of the strengths of the school and where
further improvements are needed. This means that they are well placed to help the
school to continue to improve.
 The governing body has organised itself and governors’ training well. Specialist
governors focus on key areas such as safeguarding and the early years. Governors visit
lessons and provide perceptive and useful reports to the governing body. Reports from
the headteacher are much improved. Both these sources of information help governors
to know the school well.
 The governing body is now aware of the quality of teaching throughout the school. It
has set up systems to ensure that teachers are only rewarded when their teaching and
the pupils’ learning are both good.
 Governors are now much better placed to evaluate how spending decisions are helping
improve pupils’ achievements. They keep careful track of the school’s spending from
the pupil premium and the primary PE and sport premium, for example.
 The governing body is strongly involved in reviewing the future of the school. It is
considering new partnerships so that the school is well placed to provide education for
the local community into the future.
Safeguarding
 The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
 Safeguarding is given high priority by leaders. All staff create a secure and safe
environment where pupils’ welfare is seen as important by everyone in the school.
Consequently, parents know that their children are kept safe at school and pupils feel
safe and secure.
 Procedures for reporting concerns are well established. Staff training is up to date and
regular reviews are carried out to check that all staff and governors understand and
follow the school’s procedures. Leaders regularly check safeguarding arrangements and
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staff at Everton Primary School also make an external check that safeguarding fully
meets requirements.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

 The quality of teaching and learning and the use of assessment have improved
significantly since the previous inspection. Teaching and learning are now consistently
good. Teachers have high expectations of what pupils should achieve.
 Staff manage pupils’ behaviour well and relationships are good. Pupils have positive
attitudes to learning and enjoy school. Teachers expect pupils to work much harder,
and pupils respond well to these higher expectations.
 Teachers and teaching assistants take good account of the needs of each pupil in the
mixed-age classes. Learning is often individualised and staff are skilful at meeting the
needs of pupils of all abilities and ages.
 All staff have been working this year to improve the quality and range of questions
they ask pupils in lessons. Teachers’ and teaching assistants’ questions help pupils to
overcome difficulties and deepen their understanding.
 One of the most important changes since the previous inspection has been the way
that teaching assistants are trained and deployed. Teaching assistants now play a more
significant role in supporting pupils’ learning. They have a particularly strong effect on
learning in the early years, in Years 3 and 4 and on the learning of pupils who have
SEN and/or disabilities.
 The teaching of reading is much improved. By the end of Year 2, all pupils are
successful in the national phonics screening check. These improved skills provide pupils
with a stronger base for higher standards in reading and spelling in later years. The
most able readers show real enthusiasm for reading and read frequently. The home
reading programme is well organised. Many parents make an important contribution to
the good progress their children make in their reading.
 The teaching of mathematics and writing has also improved and is now good. Leaders
recognise that continuing improvement is needed in these subjects to ensure that highquality teaching makes up for a legacy of underachievement, especially in mathematics.
 For some time, the teaching of number and place value has been much stronger than
the teaching of reasoning and problem solving. Leaders have recognised the need to
address this and some improvements in teaching problem solving have been made.
 In writing, teachers focus on shorter pieces of text and do not ask pupils to write at
length in English or in other subjects. This limits pupils’ writing skills.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

Personal development and welfare
 The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare is good.
 Pupils show positive attitudes to learning and enjoy school. They speak very positively
about school life and say that they would recommend it to anyone. They talk of the
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good family atmosphere of the school.
 Pupils say that they feel safe in school and say also that there is no bullying in their
school. They show good respect for the safety of others.
 They are very well informed about e-safety and confidently list the main rules that help
to keep them safe on the internet.
 Pupils, especially the older ones, enjoy taking responsibility for running events such as
the recent Halloween disco. They help to organise charity events. Many examples were
seen of older pupils looking after younger children throughout the school day.
Behaviour
 The behaviour of pupils is good.
 Pupils were very clear that the good behaviour evident during the inspection is typical
for their school. They work and play in a calm and caring environment. Parents know
that the pupils behave well at school.
 Pupils are well mannered and polite to adults and visitors.
 Attendance improved last year to above the national average. This year’s running
average is not as strong because of the persistent absence of a few pupils. Staff are
aware of this and are seeking parents’ support to reduce this level of persistent
absence. The school has effective procedures to support regular attendance.
 All pupils are clear about what behaviour is expected of them. They know the rewards
they receive for good behaviour and the sanctions used if they step out of line. They
see these as fair and know that staff are on their side.
Outcomes for pupils

Good

 Pupils make good progress throughout the school from their different starting points.
Attainment varies considerably from year to year because of the small numbers in each
year group. Pupils are now making faster progress than previously. This year, a good
proportion of pupils in Year 6 are on track to exceed the standards expected for their
age in reading, writing and mathematics. Pupils are well prepared, both socially and
academically, for the next stage of their education.
 Pupils make particularly good progress in their reading, which is given high priority in
the curriculum. Many pupils enjoy reading and see reading as one of their favourite
pastimes.
 Scores in the national phonics screening check have improved. All pupils leave Year 2
with expected phonics skills. Pupils use these skills well in their reading when tackling
unfamiliar words.
 Pupils’ progress in mathematics has improved, but is still slower than their progress in
reading. The school’s very effective teaching of calculation is helping improve
mathematics skills. Problem solving and reasoning still remain weaker aspects.
 Pupils’ presentation of writing has improved. Their spelling and punctuation are better.
Skills in extended writing are not as strong.
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 The most able pupils, disadvantaged pupils and those who have SEN and/or disabilities
make good progress. The much-improved quality of teaching means that these pupils
make faster progress from their differing starting points.
Early years provision

Good

 Good leadership has secured significant improvement to early years provision since the
previous inspection.
 Good-quality teaching means that children make good progress from their starting
points during the Reception Year. By the end of the year, their attainment remains
below average, however.
 Adults carefully assess the learning needs of each child. They use these assessments to
provide individualised teaching that meets their needs well. As a result, children make
good progress. Adults plan interesting work using the good-quality indoor area and the
newly developed outside facilities. Leaders plan to improve support for language
development in the new outside areas.
 The early years curriculum places strong emphasis on developing reading skills. This
includes phonics skills, which are taught well. This means that children make a good
start to their reading.
 Staff give children’s safety high priority and regularly check that the provision is safe.
Standards of welfare and care are high.
 Partnership with parents has improved a great deal since the previous inspection. Many
parents commented on how well staff help them to support their children’s learning at
home.
 Children behave sensibly and safely, but occasionally they do not take turns to answer
questions when adults do not sufficiently clarify what is expected of them.
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School details
Unique reference number

122655

Local authority

Nottinghamshire

Inspection number

10036065

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
Type of school

Primary

School category

Community

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

35

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair

Chris Bailey

Headteacher

Paul Higginbottom

Telephone number

01777 817265

Website

www.mattersey.notts.sch.uk

Email address

office28@mattersey.notts.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection

3 November 2015

Information about this school
 The school is much smaller than most primary schools.
 The school meets the requirements on the publication of specified information on its
website.
 A below-average proportion of pupils are from minority ethnic backgrounds. No pupil is
known to speak English as an additional language.
 The proportion of disadvantaged pupils is well above the national average for primary
schools. The proportion of pupils who have SEN and/or disabilities is below average.
 The school has entered a close collaboration with Everton Primary School, a
neighbouring school. Both schools share a headteacher.
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Information about this inspection
 The inspector observed teaching and learning in both classes, including joint
observations with the headteacher. In addition, he carried out shorter visits to
classrooms to see particular aspects of the school’s work, such as the teaching of
reading or internet-based individual tuition in mathematics in Year 6.
 A range of other school activities, including playtimes and lunchtimes, was observed.
 The inspector scrutinised past and current work of pupils of different abilities in all year
groups. He also heard pupils reading.
 A meeting was held with the chair and vice-chair of the governing body. A meeting was
held with a representative of the local authority. Pre-arranged and informal discussions
were held with members of staff and pupils.
 The inspector analysed documents, including the school’s plans for improvement and
reports showing the school’s view of its own performance. The school’s website was
evaluated. Safeguarding documents were reviewed. Policies and records relating to
pupils’ personal development, behaviour, welfare, safety and attendance were
inspected.
 Information on the performance of the school in comparison with other schools
nationally was analysed. The school’s own records of pupils’ attainment and progress
were also considered.
 There were too few responses to enable consideration of Ofsted’s online survey, Parent
View. The inspector spoke with parents of 25 of the 35 pupils on roll at the start of the
school day, and the text replies submitted by parents for the inspection were also
taken into account.
Inspection team
Roger Sadler, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance 'Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted's
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send
you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government pupil premium funding:
pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and pupils in care or who left care
through adoption or another formal route. www.gov.uk/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-andalternative-provision-settings.
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school. Ofsted will use the information
parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection.
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted.

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for children looked after,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/opengovernment-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU,
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.gov.uk/ofsted.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2017
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