Pangbourne Valley
Playgroup
Kennedy Drive, Pangbourne, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 7LB

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

5 October 2016
7 October 2015
This inspection:

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Requires
improvement

3

Requires
Improvement

3

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Requires
improvement

3

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Requires
improvement

3

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Requires
improvement

3

Outcomes for children

Requires
improvement

3

Previous inspection:

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:

 Although improving, teaching is not yet consistently good. There are too many
occasions when children are not engaged in purposeful play and do not listen carefully
to adults. Sometimes the more quiet children do not get enough attention.

 Staff's knowledge and understanding of the pre-school's systems for observing,

assessing and planning for children's learning and development is not yet good.

 Children's behaviour is not always managed well. At times, more challenging behaviour
goes unnoticed or unchecked, and staff do not always provide clear explanations to
help children understand the boundaries.
It has the following strengths

 The new manager is experienced and has brought about some significant changes in a
short space of time. Parents report improvements since her arrival, particularly in the
way the pre-school staff communicate with them.
 The committee understand their roles and responsibilities. Much work has gone into
improving the leaders' understanding of the safeguarding and welfare requirements
which are now all met. The safety of children is given high priority at all times.

 Staff work well to support each other and are developing into a strong team. They are
kind and caring. Children approach them for help, reassurance and cuddles when
needed.

 Good settling-in procedures are sensitive to the needs of new parents and children.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must:

Due Date

 sharpen the focus on improving the quality of teaching through

18/12/2016

monitoring, supervision and observation, so that teaching is
consistently good

 improve the monitoring and use of the observation, assessment

18/12/2016

and planning cycle so that all staff have an accurate picture of any
gaps in children's learning and development and plan effectively to
meet those needs and, thereby, narrow any achievement gaps

 continue to improve children's behaviour by ensuring that staff are

30/11/2016

consistent in their approach and provide clear explanations to
children to help them understand why their behaviour is not
acceptable.

Inspection activities

 The inspector spoke to several parents and took their views into account.
 The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times throughout the day.
 The inspector carried out a joint observation of teaching with the manager of the preschool.

 The inspector held meetings with the manager, chairperson and treasurer of the preschool.

 The inspector spoke to a representative from the local authority.
 The inspector carried out observations of teaching and children's learning both indoors
and outside.
Inspector
Penny Fisher, Her Majesty's Inspector
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management requires improvement
The chairperson of the committee and manager have completed a detailed, if overlyoptimistic, self-evaluation of the work of the pre-school. This clearly identifies the work
that needs to be done to ensure that the setting continues to improve. The monitoring of
the quality of teaching is not fully effective. This remains an area for development.
Supervisions, appraisals and observations of teaching are not providing staff with a clear
understanding of how they can develop their practice further. Safeguarding is effective.
The committee, manager and staff have a good understanding of how to identify and
address any concerns about the safety and protection of children. The site is effectively
risk-assessed and daily checks are conducted to ensure the play areas are safe and secure
for children. Training and regular reminders at team meetings ensure that staff are up to
date with their safeguarding knowledge.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment requires improvement
The quality of teaching is currently variable. Children have some good opportunities to
explore and investigate, for example, when feeling the texture of jelly. They are often well
supported by staff, who interact with them well, especially on a one-to-one basis.
However, children are sometimes not well occupied. For example, when group times are
too long, the younger children find it hard to sit and concentrate, so they start to roll on
the floor or drift away from the group. Sometimes, the quieter children do not get enough
attention, for example, during story time. Staff continue to develop their understanding of
how to observe, assess and plan for children effectively. Planning is increasingly centred
around children's interests, but next steps for the children need to target identified gaps in
their learning more effectively.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare require improvement
When teaching is not strong, especially in the outside area, children's behaviour does
sometimes deteriorate. However, when practice is better, staff remind children about
using their ‘kind hands’ and ‘listening ears’. Parents appreciate the systems in place for
sharing information about their children and how to continue their learning at home. The
introduction of home visits ensures that children and parents have met the staff
responsible for the care of their child prior to starting at pre-school. Children enjoy healthy
snacks and have the opportunity to play outside in the fresh air every day.
Outcomes for children require improvement
Although staff plan for children individually, they do not always ensure that children in
need of some additional support receive it quickly enough. Most children develop the skills
they need for the next stage in their learning. Children are growing in confidence; for
example, they manage an element of risk when playing with the tyres. They are
developing their independent skills. For example, they wipe their own noses, wash their
hands and pour their own drinks. When activities capture their interests, children can
concentrate for some time, for example, when playing with water and making mud cakes.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

110733

Local authority

West Berkshire (Newbury)

Inspection number

1036762

Type of provision

Sessional provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

2-5

Total number of places

20

Number of children on roll

17

Name of provider

Pangbourne Valley Playgroup Committee

Date of previous inspection

7 October 2015

Telephone number

01189841661

Pangbourne Valley Playgroup has been registered since 1998. It is situated within the
grounds of Pangbourne Primary School in purpose-built premises and is run by a
management committee. The setting opens from 9:00am to 3:15pm Monday to Thursday,
and 9:00am to 11:30am on Friday, during term times. A lunch club runs from 11.30am to
12.45pm, Monday to Thursday. A team of seven staff work at the setting, five of whom
hold appropriate early years qualifications.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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