Sydenham Road Under
Fives
Jarman Hall, Sydenham Road, Knowle, Bristol, BS4 3DF

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

23 September 2015
19 November 2014
This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Previous inspection:

Requires
Improvement

3

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 Staff make activities and learning opportunities relevant and exciting. Teaching is of a
consistently high standard. As a result, children make exceptional progress and are
thoroughly engaged and motivated.

 Children are confident and independent. Their behaviour is exemplary. They
demonstrate this through the positive relationships they have with staff and the way in
which they relate to each other.

 The manager and her team constantly and successfully evaluate their practice and
provision. They identify and make specific and targeted improvements. This has bought
about rapid and very effective change since their last inspection. As a result, outcomes
for children are excellent.

 Highly effective communication and partnerships with parents and other professionals,
helps ensure everyone is fully aware of children's individual needs. As a result, children
experience continuity in their care and learning, and receive excellent support.
 Children thoroughly enjoy learning outside, especially as staff make it fun and
challenging. For example, as well as excitedly blowing bubbles, children drew pictures
of them, attempted to count the bubbles and commented on how difficult this was
when they were blown by the wind.
 Staff are very skilled at observing, supporting and extending children's ideas and
concepts, and working on their next steps for learning at every opportunity.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 allow children enough time to fully develop and finish their play before offering an
alternative activity.

Inspection activities

 The inspector spoke with parents and considered their views.
 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.
 The inspector held a discussion with the manager.
 The inspector looked at documentation including regulatory documentation and
children's records.

 The inspector observed staff and children inside and outside.
Inspector
Angela Cogan
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
Safeguarding is effective. Management and staff fully understand child protection issues
and procedures, and are very clear about their responsibilities. This helps them promote
children's safety and welfare. The manager identifies training programmes through
systematic and robust systems of staff appraisal and supervision. She carefully tailors
training to develop staff expertise and improve outcomes for children. For example,
training has positively influenced the way in which staff bring numeracy into children's
play experiences. The well-qualified team take highly effective steps to drive improvement.
Since the last inspection, staff are deployed extremely well and confidently extend and
promote children's learning.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Children are enthusiastically involved and engaged in the activities and opportunities
available. For example, children celebrate different festivals, learn about other cultures
and customs, and examine, taste and cut up a range of exotic fruits and vegetables. Staff
make accurate observations of children's achievements and use their expertise to extend
learning and understanding as they play. For example, children drew pictures of the
Titanic and made models out of building blocks. Staff helped children to find out more
information, count the funnels and label their work. The manager and staff effectively
track children's progress and use the information to plan activities, which are highly
focused on children's individual needs. This has a very positive impact on the progress all
children make, particularly for those with additional needs. Staff provide children with an
extensive range of high quality learning opportunities. However, on occasions, they do not
always give children enough time to fully extend or finish their play before offering
something different.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Children develop excellent social skills, and are extremely settled and secure in their
surroundings. They help each other and share resources. For example, when making
models they helped each other to measure their constructions. Children work well together
and demonstrate their excellent communication and language skills as they talk together
and with staff. Children develop important skills for future learning and the move onto
school, such as confidence and independence. They enjoy a wide variety of outdoor
learning experiences in a range of interesting locations and get lots of fresh air and
exercise.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
Children really enjoy their time at the pre-school and show this through their high levels of
involvement and eagerness to take part in activities. Children develop extremely positive
attitudes towards learning, and are very confident to explore and meet new challenges.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

107078

Local authority

Bristol City

Inspection number

999589

Type of provision

Sessional provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Age range of children

3-5

Total number of places

24

Number of children on roll

15

Name of provider

Sydenham Road Under Fives Committee

Date of previous inspection

19 November 2014

Telephone number

05603 429 473

Sydenham Road Under Fives Pre-School is a charity, which is managed by a voluntary
management committee and registered in 1993. The pre-school is open each weekday
from 9.15am to 12.15pm during school term time. There are four members of staff, of
these, three hold childcare qualifications at level 3.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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