Mulberry Bear Day
Nursery and Pre School
Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK7 6AA

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

22 September 2015
23 April 2015
This inspection:

Good

2

Previous inspection:

Requires
Improvement

3

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Good

2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

2

Outcomes for children

Good

2

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 Staff use their good knowledge of each child to plan experiences that provide interest
and challenge so that all children have fun and are motivated to learn.

 Staff are good role models. They demonstrate expected ways to behave and talk to
children with respect and kindness. They offer clear guidelines that help children to
develop a positive sense of themselves and understand how to manage their own
behaviour and make friends.

 Since the last inspection, the managers have improved their monitoring and reviewing
of the provision. The priorities identified have had a positive impact on children's care
and learning.
 Children make good progress and staff prepare them well for the next stage in their
learning and for their move to school. Staff provide a wide range of activities that
promote children's learning in all areas of their development.

 Robust recruitment procedures enable managers to check that all staff are suitable to
work with children.

 Partnerships with parents are strong and staff use a range of initiatives to include
parents in their child's learning.
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It is not yet outstanding because:

 The way that staff organise the sessions means that sometimes routines disrupt
children's learning.

 The staff do not present the books in the pre-school room well. Therefore, children are
not always inspired to practise reading as part of their freely chosen play.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 review the routines of the day to ensure children's play and learning are not disrupted
while they are engaged in activities

 improve the presentation of books so they are easier and more inviting for children to
choose to support their early reading skills.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed children playing indoors and outdoors.
 The inspector held discussions with the deputy manager, vice chairman of the
committee, children and staff at appropriate times.

 The inspector viewed a range of paperwork, including records on children and staff,
policies, procedures, accident records and action plans.

 The inspector sought the views of parents through discussion and questionnaires.
 The inspector viewed the nursery's self-evaluation form and discussed with the
leadership and management team their plans for improvement.
Inspector
Amanda Perkin
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good
Managers have a clear understanding of their responsibility to meet the requirements of
the Early Years Foundation Stage. Staff have good opportunities to develop their skills
through training, enabling them to improve their professional knowledge and skills. This
leads to better outcomes for all children. There is a strong drive towards constantly
improving the provision. Staff have regular opportunities to reflect on their strengths and
weaknesses through effective staff and supervision meetings. Managers closely monitor
the progress of all children and particular groups of children. This ensures that all children
make good progress and any gaps in their learning quickly close. Safeguarding is effective.
Managers ensure all staff complete child protection training and have a good
understanding of what to do if concerned for a child.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good
Children are enthusiastic and motivated learners. Staff regularly observe children and plan
appropriate activities around their interests to meet their individual needs. Staff recognise
babies' curiosity and fascination and use a range of effective teaching methods to promote
their learning. They model words for them and show them how to use toys and equipment
effectively. Staff follow the interests of older children. They provide good-quality resources
to engage children in exploratory and imaginative play. Children enjoy being pirates. They
hunt for treasure in the sand, wear pirate hats, draw treasure maps and make telescopes.
Children participate in a varied range of physical activities and look forward to the weekly
singing class. They join in with the action songs, develop their mathematical skills as they
sing counting songs, and play musical instruments to the rhythm of the music.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good
Children are motivated and self-assured as they play happily with the interesting toys and
equipment in the well-resourced rooms. The key-person system is effective in helping
children develop close relationships with their key person, who knows them well and
meets their individual care needs. This promotes strong relationships with children,
parents and staff. Children have a good understanding of making healthy choices. They
happily eat balanced and nutritious meals. They have many opportunities to learn skills
that support their move to school, such as serving their own meals and drinks. Children
behave well and learn to take responsibility for helping to tidy away toys and resources.
They enjoy a wide range of activities outdoors that extend their physical skills.
Outcomes for children are good
Children make good progress in relation to their starting points. Children are well prepared
to take their first steps into school. Their literacy skills are developing well; they recognise
their own name and enjoy the book loan scheme that supports their early reading skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

141798

Local authority

Milton Keynes

Inspection number

1013467

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Age range of children

0-8

Total number of places

54

Number of children on roll

46

Name of provider

Mulberry Bear Day Nursery and Pre-School

Date of previous inspection

23 April 2015

Telephone number

01908 653867

Mulberry Bear Day Nursery and Pre-School registered in 1988. The provision is open from
8.30am until 6pm, Monday to Thursday, and from 8.30am until 5.30pm on Friday, 50
weeks of the year. It is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for
children aged two, three and four years. There are 16 members of staff. The manager and
one member of staff hold Early Years Professional Status, and of the remaining staff, 12
hold qualifications between level 2 and level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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