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Introduction
This inspection was carried by two additional inspectors. They observed seven
lessons and saw six teachers teaching. Meetings were held with parents and carers,
groups of pupils, members of the governing body and staff. The inspectors also
looked at selected documentation such as policies, teachers’ planning and monitoring
records. They took into account the views of parents and carers as expressed in the
78 parental questionnaires that were returned and also questionnaire returns from
staff and Key Stage 2 pupils.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school’s work. It looked in detail
at a number of key areas.




Are the more-able pupils and those with special educational needs and/or
disabilities challenged at an appropriate level?
To what extent do pupils appreciate how the United Kingdom has evolved into
an ethnically and culturally diverse society?
How well does the governing body keep itself informed about the work of the
school through first-hand observations?

Information about the school
This is a small village school serving a wide geographical area. Nearly all the pupils
are of White British heritage. A very small number of pupils have a home language
other than English, but none of these is at the early stages of learning English. Very
few pupils are known to be eligible for free school meals and the proportion of pupils
identified as having special educational needs and/or disabilities is about half the
average figure for primary schools nationally. Most of these pupils have moderate
learning difficulties and none has a statement of special educational needs. The
school holds Healthy Schools status, The Woodland Trust Gold Award, the
Activemark and has recently been awarded International School Status and had its
Green Flag eco-school award renewed for the third time.
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Inspection judgements
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school?

1

The school’s capacity for sustained improvement

1

Main findings
This is an outstanding school. Attainment is high in English and mathematics, and all
groups of pupils, including those with moderate learning difficulties, make
outstanding progress. Outstanding leadership and management have brought the
best out of all staff so that teaching is outstanding. Extensive partnerships contribute
to an outstanding curriculum and the individual needs of all pupils are fully catered
for through excellent care, guidance and support. The views of parents and carers
are overwhelmingly positive. They are particularly appreciative of the varied
curriculum. As one parent commented, ‘The school is well organised and excellent at
motivating the children – not just to learn lessons, but to care for animals and the
environment and to contribute socially.’ Outstanding achievement, high attendance,
excellent behaviour and exceptionally healthy lifestyle choices ensure that the pupils
are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage of their education. The pupils are
highly involved in their school and the local community. They are learning more
about different European cultures, partly through their link with a French school.
Pupils’ knowledge of diverse cultural influences within the United Kingdom is
developing, but it is not as strong as their local and international knowledge.
Parents and carers appreciate the excellent induction programme into the Reception
class. This provides a good and improving Early Years Foundation Stage setting in
which children learn happily through a wide range of indoor and outdoor play
activities. The good momentum in learning established here is built on throughout
the school by good use of assessments to ensure that each pupil is placed in
appropriate teaching groups.
The headteacher has steered the school very effectively since the last inspection,
establishing a strong sense of common purpose and outstanding capacity for
sustained improvement. Weaknesses in teaching have been swiftly remedied by
decisive action and plans for future improvement are based on incisive selfevaluation. Pupils are very actively involved in school improvement planning and
parents and carers also feel that they have a voice in the direction the school takes.
The governing body fulfils all its statutory duties and some individual governors
contribute actively to enhancing learning opportunities. The wider involvement of the
governing body in first-hand monitoring of the school has been slow to develop.
Plans are now in hand to accelerate this process in collaboration with staff.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
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Strengthen the contribution that the governing body makes to school
improvement by:
ensuring that a programme of first-hand monitoring is securely established
ensuring that these visits evaluate specific aspects of the school’s work
against clear success criteria.



Further improve the pupils' appreciation of diversity within the United Kingdom
by:
embedding this objective in medium and short-term planning across the
curriculum
regularly checking the impact of the measures taken and adjusting
programmes accordingly.

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils

1

Pupils learn exceptionally well because they are highly motivated. They pay attention
to teachers, put effort into their work and sustain concentration well. They enjoy
cooperating with each other; a purposeful buzz while the pupils are working was a
salient feature of the lessons observed. They know what their targets are each term
and work hard to achieve them. Pupils are particularly enthusiastic and successful in
writing, as was very evident among both boys and girls in lesson observations in
Years 5 and 6. The pupils write fluently and at length and enjoy discussing their
ideas, for example about how to portray a convincing detective character for a story.
They are used to evaluating each other’s work, finding things to praise and pointers
for improvement. Their writing is of high quality, with many pupils exceeding the
expected level in each year group. Similarly high attainment in mathematics and
reading represents outstanding progress compared to broadly average attainment on
entry to the school. Pupils with moderate learning difficulties make excellent progress
because they have challenging but achievable individual targets that help them to
quickly make up lost ground. Pupils with specific needs make similar progress to their
peers over time.
The pupils' enjoyment of the curriculum is evident in the photographic records of
activities such as gardening, cooking and outdoor pursuits. During the inspection,
pupils in Years 5 and 6 participated eagerly in a tag rugby training session, improving
passing skills as well as thoroughly enjoying themselves. In the first meetings of the
school and eco councils observed during the inspection, pupils confidently put
forward ideas and listened carefully to contributions by others. They chose sensible
priorities to focus on, such as library organisation and school meals, showing that
they play a real part in school improvement. This is a very significant improvement
since the last inspection. In discussions, pupils say they feel safe and they have a
very informed and positive approach to keeping fit and healthy. Older pupils talk
knowledgeably and enthusiastically about the villages and towns they live in, and
issues facing their local community such as traffic speed and litter. They have a good
knowledge of different religions and an ability to draw comparisons between them.
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For example, they enjoyed their visit to a mosque and could say that the stories that
Muslims listen to have some of the same characters that are in the Bible. Their
knowledge of the range of different ethnic communities that have settled in places
beyond their immediate locality is less secure.

These are the grades for pupils’ outcomes
Pupils’ achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning
Taking into account:

1

Pupils’ attainment 1

1

The quality of pupils’ learning and their progress

1

The quality of lear ning for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
and their progress

1

The extent to which pupils feel safe

2

Pupils’ behav iour

1

The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifesty les

1

The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community

2

The extent to which pupils develop wor kplace and other skills that will
contribute to their future economic well-being

1

Taking into account:
Pupils’ attendance 1
The extent of pupils’ spir itual, moral, social and cultural development

1
2

How effective is the provision?
Teaching is outstanding. The planning and preparation of lessons are based on very
accurate assessments of the pupils’ attainment so that pupils and staff know exactly
what is expected. On occasions, all pupils spend time on the set tasks when one or
two very high-attaining pupils could do more, but the work offers appropriate
challenge for the vast majority of pupils. Teachers and teaching assistants work very
effectively together to ensure that as many pupils as possible have an adult’s help
when needed. Teaching of a consistently high quality is evident in samples of pupils'
work from previous years. Marking is regular and helpful and expectations are high.
The work in religious education show that pupils have been taught effectively about
the main world religions and about similarities and differences between them.
Planning documents show that teachers critically evaluate their lessons and adjust
their approaches when existing methods prove less effective than expected.
The curriculum is a real strength of the school. The emphasis placed on active
outdoor and ecological activities, including rearing hens, vegetable gardening and a
wide range of sports gives the school a lively sense of purpose. The involvement of
the pupils in projects such as the farmers’ market hosted by the school builds their
1

The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average;
and 4 is low
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confidence, gives them useful insights into work and hobby possibilities, and
consolidates the school’s place in the local community. The residential visits at the
beginning of term make a very strong contribution to the pupils' social development
as well as giving them experience of demanding adventure activities. A good range
of activities is also provided by the breakfast and after-school clubs managed by the
governing body. Pupils are confident and relaxed in this setting and enjoy good
relationships with the staff employed to supervise them.
Comments from the parents’ and carers’ questionnaires, such as: ‘The teachers at
the school genuinely care about the children,’ and ‘No child gets lost in the crowd,
not many primary schools can say this,’ illustrate the impact which outstanding care,
guidance and support have on the ethos and reputation of the school. Outside
agencies are used well to supplement provision within school, for example, in
providing expertise in the teaching of English as an additional language or supporting
pupils with specific learning needs. Staff are trained in specific techniques to support
individual pupils when this is necessary, for example in supporting pupils with a
hearing impairment or speech, language and communication difficulties.
Arrangements to support pupils in transition to the various secondary schools of their
choice are excellent.

These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of teaching

1

Taking into account:
The use of assessment to support learning

1

The extent to which the curr iculum meets pupils’ needs, including, where
relevant, through partnerships

1

The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

1

How effective are leadership and management?
The headteacher provides very strong leadership. She has established a broadly
based senior management team, including the Chair and Vice Chair of the Governing
Body, reflecting a determination to involve as many people as possible in strategic
planning. Morale among staff is very high and all take responsibility for some aspects
of school improvement. Good training is provided for teaching assistants who take on
substantial responsibilities, providing greater flexibility in teaching arrangements.
The governing body supports the school well. It ensures that safeguarding measures,
including those for internet safety, exceed requirements, with training for members
of the governing body in child protection and other aspects of safeguarding a
particular strength. It is proactive in ensuring that all pupils have equal opportunities
to succeed, ensuring, for example, that pupils from families who do not have a
Church of England background are made to feel valued and fully included in the life
of the school. Provision for community cohesion is very good at the local level and
good in terms of the international perspective through the international school
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project. The school has been successful in improving pupils' appreciation of religious
diversity within the United Kingdom and global cultural diversity in response the last
Ofsted inspection. Measures taken to increase their knowledge of ethnic and cultural
diversity within the United Kingdom, including a link with an ethnically diverse inner
city school, have not been as successful The governing body recognises that it was
not as diligent as it should have been in evaluating the success of this project and
has begun devising new strategies to strengthen this aspect of provision. Recent
appointments to the governing body have injected enthusiastic and informed
contributions to this process. A debate is already underway about setting realistic
objectives and working with staff to realise them.

These are the grades for leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambit ion and
driv ing improvement
Taking into account:
The leadership and management of teaching and learning

1
1

The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and support ing the
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and st atutory responsibilities
met

2

The effectiveness of the school’s engagement with parents and carers

1

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being

1

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and
tackles discrimination

1

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion

2

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for
money

1

Early Years Foundation Stage
The inspection took place during the second week in school for Reception children,
but they were already well settled and learning confidently at a good pace. This is
because of very good induction procedures. As one parent commented: ‘My child has
only been at school for one week, but is thoroughly enjoying his time here. The
excellent induction programme helped him prepare for school.’ Children join the
Reception class with skills, knowledge and abilities which are broadly in line with
those expected for their age across the areas of learning. They make good progress
so that, by the end of the year, nearly all of them have achieved the Early Learning
Goals. Very good transition arrangements into Key Stage 1 ensure that those
younger children who need to can follow aspects of the Early Years Foundation Stage
curriculum until they have achieved all the goals. Behaviour is excellent in the
setting, with high levels of confidence and independence among the children. They
choose sensibly, share resources and develop good social skills.
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Classroom routines are clear, with a good balance between group activities led by
staff and free choice for the children. When not teaching groups, staff interact
skilfully with the children as they play, encouraging them to talk about what they are
doing and keeping detailed records of their developing knowledge and skills.
Resources are of good quality and are used well to prepare inviting play areas
indoors and out that stimulate the children’s imagination. The children use both
areas freely. Due attention is given to all the areas of learning, with plenty of
provision for physical exercise. Health and safety rules are emphasised and the
children encouraged and supported to be responsible for their own personal hygiene.
Expectations are high and the children meet them. They are included in some wholeschool activities such as assemblies when deemed appropriate, and cope with these
occasions very well. The setting is led and managed well by close teamwork between
the recently qualified teacher and teaching assistant with good support from the
headteacher. Provision is already good and steadily improving. Planning and recordkeeping are very thorough and provide a clear picture of each child’s progress.

These are the grades for the Early Years Foundation Stage
Overall effectiveness of the Ear ly Years Foundation Stage
Taking into account:
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

2
2

The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage

2

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the Early Years Foundation
Stage

2

Views of parents and carers
The response rate was very high and the returns show overwhelming approval of the
school by parents and carers. Many positive comments were made in appreciation of
what the school does. There were very few negative comments, each one about a
different aspect of the school and these were brought to the attention of the
headteacher.
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Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted’s questionnaire
Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at Sheepy Magna Church of
England Primary School to complete a questionnaire about their views of the school.
In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to recor d how stron gly they agreed with 13
statements about the school.
The inspection team received 78 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection. In
total, there are 102 pupils registered at the school.
Statements
My child enjoys school
The school keeps my child
safe
The school informs me about
my child’s progress
My child is making enough
progress at this s chool
The teaching is good at this
school
The school helps me to
suppor t my child’s learning
The school helps my child to
have a healthy lifestyle
The school makes sure that
my child is well prepared for
the future (for example
changing year gr oup,
changing school, and for
children w ho are finishing
school, entering further or
higher education, or entering
employment)
The school meets my child’s
particular needs
The school deals effectively
with unacceptable behaviour
The school takes account of
my suggestions and
concerns
The school is led and
managed effectively
Overall, I am happy with my
child’s experience at this
school

Strongly
agree
Total
%
60
77

Agree

Disagree

Total
14

%
18

Total
4

%
5

Strongly
disagree
Total
%
0
0

65

83

12

15

0

0

0

0

56

72

17

22

0

0

0

0

56

72

17

22

1

1

0

0

59

76

17

22

0

0

0

0

50

64

25

32

1

1

0

0

62

79

16

21

0

0

0

0

53

68

20

26

1

1

0

0

55

71

19

24

1

1

0

0

45

58

21

27

1

1

0

0

47

60

23

29

1

1

0

0

58

74

18

23

0

0

0

0

62

79

15

19

1

1

0

0

The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number
of completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a par ticular
question, the percentages will not add up to 100%.
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What inspection judgements mean
Grade
Grade 1

Judgement
Outstanding

Grade 2

Good

Grade 3

Satisfactory

Grade 4

Inadequate

Description
These features are highly effective. An outstanding
school provides exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs.
These are very positive features of a school. A school
that is good is serving its pupils well.
These features are of reasonable quality. A satisfactory
school is providing adequately for its pupils.
These features are not of an acceptable standard. An
inadequate school needs to make significant
improvement in order to meet the needs of its pupils.
Ofsted inspectors will make further visits until it
improves.

Overall effectiveness of schools
Type of school
Nursery schools
Primary schools
Secondary
schools
Sixth forms
Special schools
Pupil referral
units
All schools

Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools)
Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
43
47
10
0
6
46
42
6
14
36
41
9
15
30
14

42
48
50

41
19
31

3
3
5

10

44

39

6

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that
inspectors now make some additional judgements that were not made previously.
The data in the table above are for the period 1 September 2010 to 08 April 2011 and are consistent
with the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspection outcomes (see
www.ofsted.gov.uk).
The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as
weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools.
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100.
Sixth for m figures reflect the judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in
secondar y schools, special schools and pupil referral units.
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Common terminology used by inspectors
Achievement:

the progress and success of a pupil in their
learning, development or training.

Attainment:

the standard of the pupils’ work shown by test and
examination results and in lessons.

Capacity to improve:

the proven ability of the school to continue
improving. Inspectors base this judgement on what
the school has accomplished so far and on the
quality of its systems to maintain improvement.

Leadership and management:

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities,
not just the headteacher, to identifying priorities,
directing and motivating staff and running the
school.

Learning:

how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their
understanding, learn and practise skills and are
developing their competence as learners.

Overall effectiveness:

inspectors form a judgement on a school’s overall
effectiveness based on the findings from their
inspection of the school. The following judgements,
in particular, influence what the overall
effectiveness judgement will be.






Progress:

The school’s capacity for sustained
improvement.
Outcomes for individuals and groups of
pupils.
The quality of teaching.
The extent to which the curriculum meets
pupils’ needs, including, where relevant,
through partnerships.
The effectiveness of care, guidance and
support.

the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and
over longer periods of time. It is often measured
by comparing the pupils’ attainment at the end of a
key stage with their attainment when they started.

Inspection report:

Sheepy Magna Church of England Primary School, 13–14 September 2011

13 of 14

This letter is provided for the school, parents and
carers to share with their children. It describes Ofsted’s
main findings from the inspection of their school.

15 September 2011
Dear Pupils
Inspection of Sheepy Magna Church of England Primary School, Sheepy
Magna, CV9 3QR
Thank you so much for welcoming my colleague and me into your school, and for
being so helpful when we talked to you. Yours is an outstanding school. We enjoyed
our brief time there and were impressed with many things about the school,
including your outstanding behaviour and high attendance.
You are fortunate to have such a wonderful variety of things to do. We particularly
liked your vegetable garden and your hens. You really enjoy learning and achieve
extremely well in English and mathematics. You are particularly good at making up
characters and writing stories. You know how to keep safe and make very sensible
choices about eating well and doing plenty of exercise. By the time you leave Sheepy
Magna you are exceptionally well prepared for your choice of secondary school.
Your teachers keep you safe and look after you exceptionally well. They are highly
skilled at teaching and make sure you all get suitable work to do. Your headteacher
is an outstanding leader and has a very good management team. You put forward
your own excellent ideas to improve your school through the school and eco
councils. You know a lot about the area in which you live and are very involved in
your local community, as I saw from the many photos of your projects such as the
farmers’ market. You have learned about people’s lives in other countries, especially
through your link with the school in France. You also told me some interesting things
you had learned from your visit to the mosque, such as how some characters in the
Q’ran are also in the Bible. You know a little bit about different ethnic communities
that have settled in our country, but you could learn a lot more about this important
topic. I have asked your teachers to help you do this in order to make your school
even better. I have also asked the governing body to come into the school to see
how well you are doing with this task and in other aspects of your work.
I wish you all well in the future.
Yours sincerely
Peter Kerr
Lead inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspect ions', which is available
from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquir ies@ofsted.gov.uk.

