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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early

Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.
Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting
Irby Primary Preschool was registered in 1993 and is run by a committee. The preschool has sole use of a mobile unit situated within the grounds of Irby Primary
School in the Wirral, Merseyside. The children also have access to the school hall.
They access a fully enclosed outdoor play area. The pre-school opens Monday to
Friday from 9am to 3.30pm during term time only. Children from the local and
surrounding area attend the pre-school.
The pre-school is registered to care for a maximum of 34 children aged from two
years to under eight years at any one time. Of these 34 may be in the early years
age group. There are currently 45 children on roll of whom all are in the early
years age group. Of these, 41 receive funding for early education. Children attend
a variety of sessions. The pre-school supports children who speak English as an
additional language. The pre-school is registered by Ofsted on the Early Years
Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register.
There are seven members of staff, including the manager who work directly with
the children. All staff hold a qualification at level 3 in early years. The pre-school
receives support for the local authority.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.
Children are happy and clearly enjoy the time that they spend at the pre-school.
An effective key person system is in place to ensure that children are fully
included. Staff skilfully adapt activities to ensure all children have opportunities to
make good progress in their learning and development. Most routines and
resources are well organised. Outstanding partnerships with other practitioners
ensure the excellent transition of children into school. All staff regularly review
their practice and demonstrate a good capacity to maintain continuous
improvement.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:
develop further the organisation of snack times to support the development
of independence skills
improve resources to develop and build children's imaginations.

The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision
Children are well protected in the pre-school as staff have a good awareness of
safeguarding issues. Robust recruitment procedures are in place and implemented
well. This results in all staff being checked for their suitability to work with
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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children. The completion of regular risk assessments and daily checks ensure that
children are safe to move around the pre-school. Staff attend on-going training to
increase their knowledge and update their practice. All records required for the
safe and efficient management of the pre-school are in place.
The pre-school has a range of resources covering each of the areas of learning.
However, there are fewer resources to develop and build children's imaginations in
the role play area. This impacts on opportunities for children to engage in
imaginative play. The manager has a clear vision of how she wants the setting to
improve. The pre-school staff have recently reflected on their practice using
structured programmes and have made improvements to their outdoor provision.
The previous recommendations have been enthusiastically met, having a positive
impact on improving outcomes for children.
Engagement with parents and carers is good. This is particularly beneficial for
children who speak English as an additional language. The pre-school provides a
programme to support the 'settling in' period for both parents, carers and children.
Their views are sought through the use of parental questionnaires, daily
information sheets and newsletters. A well-resourced parent board is located in
reception and a suggestion box gives parents and carers an added opportunity to
voice their views about pre-school.
Equality and diversity is effectively promoted throughout the setting. The
relationship between the pre-school, the school and other professionals are
outstanding. The extremely valuable relationships that have been fostered are
hugely beneficial for children. The continuity of care and smooth transition
between pre-school and school are highly effective.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children
Staff have a good understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage and use this
to effectively plan children's continued learning. Children take part in a wide range
of physical activities through an interesting and engaging outdoor environment.
This includes both large and small climbing apparatus and balancing beams.
Consequently, children explore, test and develop physical control. All the
equipment located outdoors is well organised. The children use it with confidence,
particularly riding bikes and trucks along the sensory trail.
All children have access to free flow outdoor and indoor play with the advantage of
a large sunshade. Children have some opportunities to develop their self-help
skills. An example of this is when they access their coats and Wellingtons
independently from racks situated outside. However, the organisation of snack
times is not fully embedded to further enhance the development of independence
skills.
Children show a good understanding of how to keep themselves safe and this is
complemented by visits from the local police. They learn good hygiene routines as
they are encouraged to wash their hands after using the toilet and before eating.
Children show high levels of understanding about the impact of these activities.
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Good manners are promoted well with children spontaneously saying please and
thank you. They have regular opportunities to use information and communication
technology on a daily basis to effectively support their learning. The children enjoy
using the computers, digital cameras and an interactive white board with
confidence. This effectively develops their skills for the future. Children show good
name recognition, which encourages a sense of belonging to their pre-school. They
have a wide range of opportunities to explore different textures and sensory
materials in well-resourced areas. Children have many chances to develop pre
writing skills in the creative area. They make patterns with sand, experiment with
water and malleable materials. Children have access to a well-resourced book
area, where they can go for quiet periods and develop their language for thinking.
They are learning to recognise and value peoples' differences. This is through the
celebration of festivals and accessing resources, which positively reflect race,
gender and disability.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements
The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

1
2
3
4

is
is
is
is

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
How well does the setting meet the needs of the
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous
improvement

2
2

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the
Early Years Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding
ambition and driving improvement
The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and
diversity
The effectiveness of safeguarding
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the
steps taken to promote improvement
The effectiveness of partnerships
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and
carers

2
2
2
2
2
2
1
2

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage

2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation
Stage
The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning
The extent to which children feel safe
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which children make a positive contribution
The extent to which children develop skills for the future

2
2
2
2
2
2

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex B: the Childcare Register
The provider confirms that the requirements of the
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

Met

The provider confirms that the requirements of the
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:

Met

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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