Narnia Day Nursery & Nursery School
Inspection report for early years provision
Unique reference number
Inspect ion date
Inspector

EY345681
09/12/2011
Kay Armstrong

Setting address

Narnia Day Nursery, 37 Regent Road, ALTRINCHAM,
Cheshire, WA14 1RU

Telephone number
Email
Type of setting

0161 9291307
narniadaynursery@btconnect.com
Childcare - Non-Domestic

Inspection Report: Narnia Day Nursery & Nursery School, 09/12/2011

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory Suppor t Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and
training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s ser vices, and
inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational pur poses, as long as
you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the infor mation in any way.

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
© Crown copyright 2011

2

Inspection Report: Narnia Day Nursery & Nursery School, 09/12/2011

Introduction
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early

Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).
The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.
Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the setting
Narnia Day Nursery and Nursery School is privately owned. It opened in 1990 and
was re-opened in 2000. It operates from a large Victorian house in the Altrincham
area of south Manchester. Children have access to play rooms over three floors
and there is a secure outdoor area. The provision is open Monday to Friday from
7.30am to 6pm all year round, except Christmas week and a week in August. The
provision serves families from the wider and local communities.
The provision is registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and the
compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. A maximum of 36
children aged under eight-years-old may attend the provision at any one time.
There are currently 48 children on roll. All of whom are under eight-years-old and
seven children receive funding for free early years education. The provision
supports children who speak English as an additional language.
There are 13 staff working with the children. The manager and one of the deputies
have Early Years Professional status and a qualified teacher is also employed. The
remaining staff all have early years qualifications, two at level 4, six at level 3, and
two at level 2, both of whom are working towards a level 3 qualification.
The provision is a member of the National Day Nursery Association. They receive
support from the local authority and have achieved the local authorities 'Healthy
Setting Award' and 'Inclusion Stamp'.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is outstanding.
Children thrive and enjoy their time in the provision. They make excellent progress
as staff know the children very well and ensure that all children have equal access
to the wealth of experiences provided. Detailed and well-established systems of
planning have a positive impact on children's learning and development. The
excellent partnership with parents, carers and other agencies successfully
promotes children's welfare and learning. The management team are excellent role
models and have ambitious targets for the provision. Ongoing thorough and
effective systems to monitor and evaluate the provision ensure that strengths and
weaknesses are quickly identified. The provisions capacity for continuous
improvement is excellent.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?
To further improve the high quality early years provision the registered person
should consider:
reviewing the outdoor play provision to ensure resources challenge the
older and more able children.
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision
The safety and welfare of children is given high priority throughout the provision.
Children are effectively safeguarded because staff have undertaken additional
safeguarding training. They are extremely professional and implement the
comprehensive procedures rigorously. Recruitment, induction and ongoing
suitability procedures are rigorous and effective. Most members of staff are trained
in first aid. They are well aware of the specific individual needs of children and
ensure their needs are met. For example, they ensure children with allergies are
protected as they eat their personalised meals.
The whole staff team is enthusiastic, highly motivated and they work together
effectively as they feel valued. This is demonstrated by the large number of staff
who choose to undertake additional professional qualifications. The hard-working
staff are central to ensuring the excellent care and education for children is
consistently provided. Planning and assessment is highly effective and next steps
in learning are always identified in all six areas of learning. Next steps are
effectively used to inform future plans and individual targets for the children.
Equality and diversity are very well developed through the use of innovative
resources and through practitioners' excellent knowledge of each individual. Space
and resources within the indoor and outdoor areas are organised to ensure
children have choice in their play and learning.
Links with outside agencies, childcare professionals, schools and other providers of
the Early Years Foundation Stage are excellent and contribute significantly to the
children's achievement. Staff use first-hand observation and excellent relationships
with parents and carers to get to know and understand children's needs. There are
highly effective systems in place to engage parents and carers. The 'Come and
Play' sessions are particularly popular and provide opportunities for staff to share
their expertise. There is strong emphasis on ensuring that all practice is inclusive
for all families through strategies, such as bilingual signage. Parents' suggestions
and opinions are readily taken on board. As a result, both parents and children are
very happy and supportive of the provision.
Staff have great enthusiasm and show an outstanding commitment towards their
involvement in the self-evaluation process in order to bring about continuous
improvement. Since the previous inspection effective steps have been taken to
make further improvements within the provision for the benefit of children.
Rigorous and accurate systems are in place to monitor and evaluate the provision's
performance and inform future progress.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children
Children make outstanding progress as excellent opportunities are provided to
support their development in all areas of learning. Planning is flexible and relates
to children's interests and the activities they really enjoy. Staff have an extensive
knowledge and understanding of the Early Years Foundation stage. They recognise
parents and carers as the most important source of information about their
children and include their suggestions in the planning.
Babies are very well nurtured as the key-person system ensures they are cared for
by familiar adults. Comfort and reassurance is plentiful as babies are nurtured and
cuddled. Their home routines are followed. As a result, babies feel secure and are
very happy and well settled. They investigate their environment with determination
and pleasure. They are given lots of choice in their play and learning as staff
ensure resources are easily accessible. They are able to access natural materials
and toys which are interactive and have pulsating lights which are exciting and
stimulate their sensory development.
An exciting, rich and stimulating range of play experiences keeps children
enthusiastically and purposefully engaged. Children's creativity is well supported
through excellent access to a substantial range of role play equipment,
construction toys and an extensive range of media. Toddlers thoroughly enjoy
exploring paint, dough and replica 'snow'. Children enjoy many opportunities to
design and make objects using recycled materials. The older children are well
supported as they learn how to take risks and challenge themselves. For example,
they handle real tools using saws and hammers when making three dimensional
models. Staff take every opportunity to foster and develop children's technology,
problem solving and mathematical skills. They provide a wide range of activities
which encourage children to explore shape, size and pattern. Children are
encouraged to count in everyday situations and use their fingers to count on when
singing number rhymes. As a result they are developing a good understanding of
numbers. They also confidently use mathematical and prepositional language in
their play. They use cameras, torches and programmable resources and the
computer competently and confidently. Children have access to excellent resources
which promote skills in communication, language and literacy. This is a very strong
area within this provision. There is an extensive selection of books throughout the
setting and children take great pleasure in reading them and listening to stories.
Children develop their dexterity as they manipulate dough and use one handed
tools, such as, paint brushes, glue spreaders and scissors efficiently. The staff
provide an inclusive environment in which everyone is embraced and welcomed.
The extensive range of experiences and opportunities offered, staff interaction and
commitment clearly supports the excellent development of children's skills for the
future.
Children are making outstanding progress in their personal, social and emotional
development because staff make excellent use of praise and confidence building.
They are highly effective at teaching children how to participate and adopt safe
and hygienic routines, which promotes their self-esteem. They learn to wash their
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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hands at an early age and can do this independently as they move through the
provision. Children's welfare is promoted by the staff to a consistently high level.
For example, children are taught how to be safe as they negotiate the stairs and
practise how to evacuate the building in an emergency.
Healthy life styles are very well promoted through an extensive range of activities.
For example, children are encouraged to be active. They enjoy being outdoors,
where they are able to develop skills in coordination as they ride bikes, climb, run
around, balance and slide. They have great fun as they go on a 'Bear Hunt' and
they squeal with delight as they find the 'bear'. Children are protected and well
comforted when they are tired. The quality of food and refreshments prepared in
the provision is excellent. This helps children to stay healthy and fit. Most children
behave very well and minor incidents are managed in a consistent and sensitive
manner. Staff work well with children to enable them to support each other,
cooperate and share. For example, they play together extremely well when
completing a floor jigsaw or taking turns in a game. Children show high levels of
enjoyment and are extremely happy.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006

7

Inspection Report: Narnia Day Nursery & Nursery School, 09/12/2011

Annex A: record of inspection judgements
The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

1
2
3
4

is
is
is
is

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
How well does the setting meet the needs of the
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous
improvement

1
1

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the
Early Years Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding
ambition and driving improvement
The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and
diversity
The effectiveness of safeguarding
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the
steps taken to promote improvement
The effectiveness of partnerships
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and
carers

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage

1

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation
Stage
The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning
The extent to which children feel safe
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which children make a positive contribution
The extent to which children develop skills for the future

1
1
1
1
1
1

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex B: the Childcare Register
The provider confirms that the requirements of the
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

Met

The provider confirms that the requirements of the
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:

Met

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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